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U.S. Report Said to Accuse Soviet on Arms Treaty

By HEDRICK SMITH
Specia to The New Yark Tirnes

WASKINGTON, Apri 2 — An inter- |

agency task force is close to sending
President Reagan a report that finds
the Soviet Union guilty of violating the
1978 strategic arms limitation treaty
with recent missile tests, White House
officials said Friday.

Should the President and his National
Security Council endorse the findings,
officials said the interagency group had
prepared several American responses,
ranging from private diplomatic pro-
tests to the Soviet Union, having the
President present the charges and evi-
dence publicly, or even declaring that
the Reagan Administration no longer
feels bound to observe the treaty.

Some officials said President Reagan
may make & speech or issue z state.
nent on purported Soviet treaty viola-
tions, making a missile test on Feb. &
the centerpiece. But it would dea] as
well with American suspicions that
Moscow has alse violated treatiec im-

posing limits on underground nuclear |
testing and possibly even the antiballis. '

tic missile treaty of 1972.

The President’s ultimate action, the
oificials said, would depend or the fina)
outcome of two months of techmjcal
anzivsic of intelligence Gata on the Feb,
* Sovie: missile test and policy delibera.
vions at the National Securitv Council.

Agree Violation Occurred

Officials said there was already a vir-

ual consensus among Defense Depari.-
ment, itral  Intelligence Agency,
State Department and White House offi.
Cials that a violation occurred. Other of-
ficials said & fina! report and policy
recommendations were due to go to the
National Securitv Council soon.

In the past the United States has ques-
tioned Moscow through diplomatic
channels about some of its missile tests
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and deplovroents but never formally ac-
cused the Soviet Union of violating &
strategic arms treaty. However, the
Reagan Administration has accused the
Soviet Union at the United_Nations of
violating international bans against the
use of chemical warfare in Afghani-
stan, Laos and Cambodia.

An official declaration that the
United States no longer feit bound by
the strategic arms treaty signed by
President Carter and Leonid I. Brezh-
nev, the Soviet leader, but never ap-
proved by the United States Senate,
would have an impact on current arms

talks in Geneva and the arms race in
' general, officials said.

| Both on the Feb. 8 missile test and
.other instances where Washington hac
;suspected the Soviet Unign_of possible

Iviolations of severa! arms agreements,

| the United States has gone through dip-
ilomatic channels to ask questions of
i Moscow about its compliance. Officiais

! said the Soviet Union had always an- |

/| swered tnat it was com;
| the arms treaties.

i as jong as Moscow does, permits each

sidetotest and deploy one new intercop
tinental ballistic missile. Last Novem-
ber, American officials say, Moscow
lestlec a new missile anc told the United
States this was the one permitted by the
treaty. But American officials contend

.tion of an earlier missile rather than &
‘second new missile. The President or.
dered a ‘‘very intensive technical as-
isessment’ of intelligence informatian
i on the test.

Officials said this effort had been hin-
dered by the heavy coding of Soviet te-
iemetry or electronic data from t.bg
missile tests, date monitored by Amer;-
can intelligence and checked to verify
Soviet compliance with the arms
treaty. ' .

The President told reporters in a
group interview on March 29 that his
jAdministration had proposed negotiat.
ing stronger verification procedures for
the Threshoid Test Ban Treaty of 1974
and the Peacetul Nuclear Exchange

this approach.

plying with alle

The 197 tresty, Which thé’ Reagan |
't Admiristration has said it will uphoid :

that on Feb. § another new king of mis.

sile was tested.
. Initialiv, some officials suggested
| this might be 2 permissibie modifica-

Treaty of 1976, but Moscow had rejecte_d _
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